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FAQ - Humanitarian efforts into Gaza - June 2026

1. Why is Israel blocking the introduction of aid to the Gaza Strip?

These are biased, recycled, and misleading claims that are detached from the reality on
the ground, promoted by interested parties as part of an effort to defame Israel and create
a false impression of a humanitarian crisis in the Gaza Strip. In practice, the IDF, through
COGAT, is operating in accordance with the ceasefire agreement and facilitates the
daily entry of 600 humanitarian aid trucks into the Gaza Strip, in coordination with and
backed by the CMCC. In this context, between 70-80% of all trucks carry food and
include a wide variety of food products, with no restrictions on the type of food, in
accordance with requests received from the UN and international organizations. Since
the beginning of the ceasefire, more than 1.6 million tons of food have entered the Gaza
Strip - a volume significantly exceeding the estimated needs according to UN
methodology. Contrary to the claims regarding restrictions on aid and access to the
crossings, humanitarian aid continues to enter the Gaza Strip on a regular basis through
the Kerem Shalom Crossing, in accordance with the approved requests of the UN and

international organizations.

2. If large amounts of food are entering Gaza, why are there still reports of
shortages?

There is a diverse and substantial variety of food actively available throughout the Gaza
Strip. The reports of shortages do not reflect reality; rather, they are a result of
misinformation campaigns and false narratives propagated by Hamas. The substantial
quantities of food that have entered since the beginning of the ceasefire amount to four
times the nutritional needs of the population, according to the UN methodology. It
should be emphasized that as part of the introduction of humanitarian aid into the Gaza
Strip, the State of Israel allows the entry of a variety of food from various sources in
accordance with the requests of international aid organizations - including high-calorie
foods, fruits, vegetables, dairy products, canned meat, tuna, etc., as well as baby food.
Israel does not restrict essential food items, and their entry is permitted in accordance

with the requests of international aid organizations.

Crucially, if a genuine civilian shortage existed, international bodies like the United
Nations would be actively scaling up their aid operations; instead, the UN has recently
decreased its aid volume. Furthermore, humanitarian aid delivery faces significant
challenges inside the strip. Once aid passes security inspections and enters Gaza, actual
distribution is frequently disrupted by the violent interference, theft, and hoarding of
supplies by Hamas and other terror actors.
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3. IsIsrael blocking medicine from entering Gaza?

No, Israel does not restrict or block the entry of medical supplies. Medical supplies are
coordinated constantly based on the requested needs of international health
organizations and partners. All requests submitted for the entry of medicines were
approved without quantitative restrictions, and their entry into the Gaza Strip is being
carried out on an ongoing basis. Since the beginning of the ceasefire alone, 16,500 tons
of medical supplies and medications have entered Gaza in accordance with requests
submitted by international organizations. Only 3,000 pallets were coordinated by UN
agencies and international organization. If further supplies are needed, the framework
for facilitating their entry is already available. Additional deliveries can be coordinated
through the existiong framework.

4. Why is Israel preventing dual-use medical equipment from entering the Gaza
Strip?

The State of Israel allows and facilitates the entry of medical equipment in cooperation
with aid organizations and the international community. Medical equipment and
pharmaceuticals enter Gaza on a regular, ongoing basis, totaling over 16,500 tons of
medical supplies since the ceasefire. Certain requested medical goods contain "dual-
use” materials, items capable of being repurposed by terrorist organizations for terror
use or infrastructure. To prevent Hamas from weaponizing these materials, Israel

thoroughly reviews them.

Accordingly, Israel is working to allow and facilitate the entry of all required medical
equipment and continues to facilitate the entry into Gaza of trucks carrying medical
supplies without any quantitative restrictions. These include cancer medications, insulin
pens, anesthetics, X-ray and CT machines, oxygen generators, sanitary equipment,
wheelchairs, medical mattresses, hospital beds, syringes, medicines, medical
instruments, cleaning products, dialysis machines, incubators, plaster casts, and

vaccination kits.

When a dual-use restriction is flagged, COGAT actively coordinates with the requesting
international parties to find and implement approved alternatives or technical
replacements that fulfill the exact same civilian medical need without compromising
security. As part of the framework for increasing humanitarian needs in the field and
the effort to facilitate the entry of advanced medical equipment, ultrasound machines for
UNICEF entered the Gaza Strip, for example, to ensure continuous medical treatment
for the Gazan civilian population.
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S. Why is Israel delaying the departure of patients for medical treatment in a
third country?

Israel does not delay medical evacuations. On the contrary, Israel permits unrestricted
medical evacuations for patients requiring external care, approving over 98% of all
submitted medical evacuation requests. COGAT also proactively engages with
countries to encourage the evacuation of patients for medical treatment abroad and
works in close coordination with WHO, the UAE, and other relevant partners.

The timeline for evacuation is entirely dependent on external factors: first, a third-party
receiving country must formally submit the request and agree to take the patient. Second,
for evacuations exiting via the Rafah Crossing, the final exit schedules and passenger
lists are strictly dependent on Egyptian authorities and coordination. COGAT facilitates
these movements immediately once the external administrative and diplomatic criteria

are met.
6. . Why is Israel preventing the entry of dual-use equipment into the Gaza
Strip?
Dual-use items are materials that can be used for both civilian and terror purposes.
Israel reviews these items to prevent their use by Hamas or other terror groups.

When an issue is identified with a specific item, COGAT works with international
partners to identify approved alternatives or replacements that meet the same civilian
need.

7. What is being done to address water needs in Gaza?

Water access remains a core priority of COGAT’s daily humanitarian operations.
Currently, over 70,000 cubic meters of water are facilitated daily through multiple
operational lines and systems:

o The Birkat Said Line: Provides a daily average of 14,000 cubic meters.
e The Bani Suheila Line: Provides a daily average of 14,000 cubic meters.
e The Emirati Line: Supplies over 5,000 cubic meters daily.

o Desalination Plants: The Deir Al Balah and Southern Gaza desalination plants

provide approximately 18,000 cubic meters each per day.

e Local Infrastructure: Dozens of local municipal water wells are continuously
fueled, maintained, and kept active via COGAT coordination.
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8. Which border crossings are currently operational for aid?

To maintain the required flow of 600 trucks per day, Israel utilizes a multi-crossing
infrastructure strategy. Security inspections and aid transfers are processed at multiple
border crossings, such as the Allenby Border Crossing, the Ashdod port, and the Kerem
Shalom Crossing, after which all aid enters through the Kerem Shalom Crossing,
ensuring that aid can be funneled directly to the Gaza Strip efficiently and safely.

9. How is COGAT responding to reports regarding pests, hygiene, and public
health?

COGAT coordinates closely with international health organizations to mitigate public
health risks and combat pest-related issues. Nearly 170 tons of pesticides and thousands
of traps against mice, mosquitoes, and other pests have been brought in in recent weeks
as part of the efforts to provide a sanitation response at the request of the UN and

international organizations to maintain proper sanitary conditions.

10. Why is Israel preventing organizations like MSF from operating in the
Gaza Strip? How does Israel intend to cover the gap that will be created by
the cessation of the organizations’ activities?

Following credible information regarding Hamas’ exploitation of humanitarian aid, the
defense establishment formulated a new mechanism for the entry, monitoring, and
oversight of humanitarian aid in a manner that reduces Hamas’ ability to interfere in the
aid distribution process. Under this mechanism, organizations are required to complete
an orderly registration process with Israel’s Ministry of Diaspora Affairs, which
includes, among other things, the submission of lists of the organization’s employees
operating in Gaza for prior security screening. The registration process is based on clear
professional and security criteria intended to preserve the integrity of the humanitarian
system while preventing the infiltration of terrorist elements into the aid mechanism.
This is a transparent and clearly defined process that was presented to all organizations

well in advance.

It should be clarified that organizations that have not yet completed the registration
process are not authorized to bring aid into the Gaza Strip. Accordingly, the volume of
aid entering Gaza each day does not depend on these organizations, and there is no
impact on the scope of humanitarian aid as a result of the implementation of the law.
Moreover, even when those organizations that are currently refusing to cooperate with
the registration mechanism previously brought aid into the Gaza Strip prior to the
implementation of the Israeli law, the aid they introduced constituted only one percent
of the total aid entering the Gaza Strip.
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